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EDDIE MARTINEZ: Love Letters and Yard Work

534 West 26™ Street and 1018 Madison Avenue, New York
January 18 — February 24, 2018

Opening Reception: Thursday, January 18 from 6 to 8 pm

‘T ¥ NEW YORK, December 2, 2017 - Mitchell-Innes & Nash is
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k) concurrent exhibitions of new work by Eddie Martinez at the

) {\S// y ) gallery’s Chelsea and Madison Avenue locations. These two

N exhibitions mark the first time Martinez’s work has been exhibited
in New York following the opening of his solo exhibitions at the
Davis Museum at Wellesley College and at The Drawing Center,
New York in Fall 2017. Love Letters and Yard Work will be on
view from Thursday, January 18 to Saturday, February 24. Love
Letters will be exhibited at 534 West 26" Street and Yard Work at
1018 Madison Avenue. Please join us for an opening reception
at 534 West 26" Street on Thursday, January 18 from 6 to 8
pm.

The Love Letter series expands upon Martinez’s recent practice of
utilizing enlarged silkscreens of small Sharpie drawings as a

starting point for works on canvas. Martinez’s daily drawing
practice has long been a significant source of inspiration for his painting. Of his drawings, the artist says, “I
carry them around and poach different marks and moves. Some of them go straight onto my ‘drawing wall,’
which at times houses up to 500 drawings all mashed up on and over each other.” The artist’s drawing wall is
the subject of Martinez’s recent exhibition at The Drawing Center. Curator Claire Gillman invited Martinez
to recreate the floor-to-ceiling salon-style installation of works on paper in an immersive room, covering the
four walls of The Drawing Center’s gallery. Paintings were hung on top of the drawings to highlight the
formal connections between the two mediums.

With the Love Letzer works, Martinez mines his own drawing practice to create a sense of speed, clarity and
simplicity of line and form in his large-scale paintings. He then builds up dense and energetic layers of color
using a variety of materials ranging from acrylic, oil, spray and enamel paints alongside collaged canvases and
studio debris such as thumb tacks, wet wipes or the lids of paint cans. Cartoonish figures and forms are
packed with high-speed brushstrokes and occasionally obscured by multiple layers of overpainting. The
compositions contain an inherent contradiction: a childlike simplification of a form executed in a confident,
muscular line.

Martinez investigates questions of seriality and repetition, specifically the ways in which the same form can
manifest. A vast majority of the Love Letter paintings are executed at the same size. Occasionally, a single
drawing will become the blueprint for two or more paintings. Recurring forms, purposely obscured, crop up
across the body of work: a potted flower, a head in a helmet, a robotic body, a mushroom. One can trace
these forms throughout years of Martinez’s practice; they become letters in his own visual language. Martinez
bends the implications of seriality by rejecting the guidelines imposed by the silkscreen, often concealing the
initial outline entirely.
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Yard Work is a separate but related body of work created during the summer of 2017 on Long Island. Unable
to find a studio to rent for the summer, Martinez began to paint on the lawn outside his home. He then
allowed these paintings to dry there, exposed to the elements. Upon very close inspection, the paintings have
accrued leaves, grass and insects. Although these compositions did not originate as drawings, Martinez uses
the spray can as a drawing tool, creating compositions that range from completely abstract to figurative still
lives.

About Eddie Martinez

Eddie Martinez (b. 1977, Groton, Connecticut) lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. In 2018, he will be
the subject of a solo exhibition at the Bronx Museum, NY. He currently has solo exhibitions at The Davis
Museum at Wellesley College, MA and at The Drawing Center, NY. His work has been included in the
following exhibitions: 7he Avant-Garde Won't Give Up: COBRA and it’s Legacy, Blum & Poe, Los Angeles,
CA (2015); New York Painting, Kunstmuseum Bonn, Bonn, Germany (2015); The Collection of Stephane
Janssen, Phoenix Art Museum, Phoenix, AZ (2014); Body Language, The Saatchi Gallery, London (2012);
New York Minute, Garage Center For Contemporary Culture, Moscow (2011); Draw, Museo de la Cuidad de
Mexico, Mexico City (2010); New York Minute, MACRO FUTURE, Museum of Contemporary Art, Rome
(2009); Eddie Martinez, Seomi & Tuus, Seoul, Korea (2009); Panic Room: Works from the Dakis Joannou
Collection, Deste Foundation Centre for Contemporary Art, Athens (2000).

About Mitchell-Innes & Nash

Founded by Lucy Mitchell-Innes and David Nash, who previously headed the worldwide Contemporary and
Impressionist & Modern Art divisions of Sotheby’s, Mitchell-Innes & Nash places exemplary contemporary artists
within a historical context, revealing a continuity of ideas and aesthetic virtuosity from the Modern era through the
present day.

Mitchell-Innes & Nash’s renowned exhibition program, in both their Madison Avenue and Chelsea locations,
fosters excellence within artistic practice, while forging an informed dialogue between emerging and established
internationally recognized artists. From acclaimed surveys of 20th century masters, such as Jean Arp, Anthony
Caro, Jay DeFeo, Willem de Kooning, Leon Kossoff, Kenneth Noland, Roy Lichtenstein, and Nicolas de Stael, to
solo exhibitions of Sarah Braman, Keltie Ferris, Daniel Lefcourt, Pope.L, Martha Rosler, and Jessica Stockholder,
Mitchell-Innes & Nash has proven expertise in both advancing the careers of emerging artists and maintaining the
superior standard set by established artists.

Caption: Eddie Martinez, Love Letter #15 (Fine Ants), 2017, Silkscreen ink, oil and spray paint on canvas, 96 by 75
in. 243.8 by 190.5 cm.

Listings Information:
Mitchell-Innes & Nash is located at 534 West 26th Street in Chelsea and 1018 Madison Avenue on the Upper
East Side. Tel: 212 744 7400 | Web: www.miandn.com | Email: josie@miandn.com

Press Inquiries:

Josephine Nash | Tel: 212-744-7400 | Email: Josie@miandn.com
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