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General Idea, Continental Poodle in Curlers, 1991, coloured pencil on sketchbook paper, 35.5 x 26.5 cm

The Drawing Center, in partnership with Musée d’art moderne et contemporain Geneva (MAMCO), will
bring together the drawings of General Idea authored between 1985 and 1993 for the first time in the United States, and
again in Geneva in February 2023.

Investigating motifs in the group’s multimedia works such as poodles, stiletto heels, masks, heraldry, and
metamorphosed genitalia, these drawings were primarily produced by Jorge Zontal during group meetings. However,
given General Idea’s mandate for co-authorship, as well as the circumstances under which they were executed, the
drawings are considered to be collaborative. Although they are done entirely by hand, the repetition of specific motifs
follows a viral logic that is akin to General Idea’s own penchant for mass reproduction. Seen together, these drawings are
a fascinating window into General Idea’s distinct artistic vision as well as their unique notions of collaboration and co-
authorship.

Living and working together as part of the late ’60s Toronto counterculture, AA Bronson (b. Michael Tims, 1946,
Vancouver), Felix Partz (b. Ronald Gabe, 1945, Winnipeg; d. 1994), and Jorge Zontal (b. Slobodan Saia-Levy, 1944,
Parma, Italy; d. 1994) eventually formalised their collaboration in 1970 into a single entity known as General Idea. From
their earliest projects like the staging of The 1970 Miss General Idea Pageant to their late activist initiatives around the
AIDS crisis (among their most famous projects is the 1983 re-envisioning of Robert Indiana’s LOVE print as a memetic
icon referencing the recently-named syndrome), General Idea explored multimedia, conceptual, and performance work
as a tool for engaging with common culture and its repressions.
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Organised by Claire Gilman, Chief Curator, the Drawing Center, and Lionel Bovier, Director, MAMCO.
The Drawing Center 2022 Benefir Auction
28 September 2022, 6 — 9 pm (EST)

The Drawing Center
35 Wooster Street
New York, 10013

The Online Auction is now live

This year’s event includes a silent auction featuring works on paper generously donated by leading artists, including
General Idea’s work Continental Poodle in Curlers, 1991. Funds raised through this event provide critical support for
The Drawing Center’s ambitious roster of exhibitions, publications, education initiatives, and public programmes.

Event Title: The Drawing Center 2022 Benefit Auction

Event Description: The Drawing Center, in partnership with Musée d’art moderne et contemporain Geneva
(MAMCO), will bring together the drawings of General Idea authored between 1985 and 1993 for the first time in the
United States, and again in Geneva in February 2023.

Start date: October 7, 2022

End date: January 15, 2023

Location name: The Drawing Center

Address: 35 Wooster Street New York, 10013
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