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POPE.L: SMALL CUP

A legendary performance artist known for inserting himself unceremoniously in the public sphere — a well-known series
had him literally crawl on elbows and knees through the streets of Manhattan — Pope.L has described himself as “a
fisherman of social absurdity.” That absurdity has often been the raw material of a strident critique of racial inequity in
the US, and has recently made him more visible and relevant than ever: In 2019, New York’s Museum of Modern Art
mounted a survey of more than 20 years of his work; concurrently, the Whitney Museum of American Art installed a
massive new work, “Choir,” an industrial water tank installed amid a soundscape that evoked Black Americans’ being
denied basic access to clean drinking water. “Small Cup,” a homecoming of sorts — the artist was a lecturer at Bates
College in neatby Lewiston from 1992 to 2010; he’s now faculty at the University of Chicago — is very much of a piece.
In the video of the live 2008 performance, a herd of goats demolishes a small-scale replica of the US Capitol building, an
eerie resonance that these days cuts close to the bone.

Through Feb. 4. Farnsworth Art Musenm, 16 Museun St. Rockland, Maine. 207-596-6457, www.farnsworthmusennm.org
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