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NEW	
   YORK,	
   May	
   13,	
   2014—Mitchell-­‐Innes	
   &	
   Nash	
   is	
   delighted	
   to	
  
announce	
   its	
   representation	
  of	
   the	
  work	
  of	
  Nancy	
  Graves	
   through	
  The	
  
Nancy	
  Graves	
  Foundation.	
  The	
  gallery’s	
  first	
  Graves	
  exhibition	
  focuses	
  on	
  
works	
   depicting	
   flora	
   and	
   fauna	
   in	
   media	
   ranging	
   from	
   gouache	
   and	
  
watercolor	
  on	
  paper,	
  to	
  painting,	
  to	
  bronze	
  polychromed	
  sculpture.	
  The	
  
show	
  presents	
  work	
   from	
  the	
  1970s	
   to	
   the	
  1990s,	
  and	
   is	
  on	
  view	
  from	
  
May	
  20	
  through	
  June	
  13,	
  2014.	
  	
  
	
  
Titled	
   Nancy	
   Graves,	
   the	
   exhibition	
   was	
   inspired	
   by	
   both	
   the	
   visual	
  
representation	
  of	
  natural	
  phenomena	
  and	
  the	
  formal	
  values	
  of	
  abstract	
  
art	
   that	
  are	
  widely	
  present	
   in	
  Graves’	
  work.	
   In	
   the	
  early	
  1970s,	
  Graves	
  
began	
  making	
  detailed	
  gouache	
  works	
  on	
  paper	
  of	
  animals	
  such	
  as	
  fish,	
  
snakes,	
  and	
  frogs,	
  taking	
  a	
  scientific	
  approach	
  to	
  representation.	
  Among	
  

the	
   works	
   included	
   in	
   the	
   exhibition	
   at	
   Mitchell-­‐Innes	
   &	
   Nash	
   are	
   The	
  Metamorphosis	
   of	
   the	
   Frog	
  
(1971)	
  and	
  Four	
  Snakes	
  (1971).	
  Also	
  on	
  view	
  is	
  Photographs	
  of	
  a	
  Jumping	
  Frog	
  at	
  1/40	
  Second	
  	
  (1971),	
  
a	
   drawing	
   influenced	
   by	
   Eadweard	
   Muybridge’s	
   motion	
   photography,	
   showing	
   the	
   successive	
  
movement	
   of	
   a	
   frog	
   leaping.	
   In	
   the	
   1980s,	
   Graves’	
   portrayal	
   of	
   nature	
   and	
   animals	
   took	
   on	
   more	
  
abstract	
   form,	
   with	
   watercolor	
   works	
   on	
   paper	
   such	
   as	
  Motion	
   of	
   Caterpillars	
   (1988)	
   and	
   Tragedy	
  
Among	
  Butterflies	
  (1988).	
  Also	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  exhibition	
  are	
  Swen	
  (1983)	
  and	
  Uplift	
  (1986),	
  sculptures	
  
that	
  are	
  painted	
  with	
  colorful	
  patinas	
  that	
  reflect	
  the	
  brilliant	
  tones	
  of	
  her	
  paintings,	
  watercolors	
  and	
  
prints,	
   and	
  were	
  directly	
   connected	
   to	
   the	
   real	
  world	
  by	
   the	
   found	
  objects	
   and	
   casts	
  of	
  natural	
   and	
  
man-­‐made	
  forms.	
  
	
  
About	
  Nancy	
  Graves	
  
Nancy	
  Graves	
   (1939	
  –	
   1995)	
  was	
   an	
  American	
   artist	
  working	
   across	
   a	
   variety	
  of	
  mediums,	
   including	
  
sculpture,	
   painting,	
   print-­‐making	
   and	
   film.	
  Her	
   personal	
   aesthetic	
   emerged	
   in	
   the	
   later	
   1960s	
   in	
   the	
  
form	
   of	
   realistic	
   life-­‐size	
   sculptures	
   of	
   camels.	
   These	
   works	
   were	
   associated	
   with	
   her	
   childhood	
  
memories	
   of	
   taxidermy	
   animals	
   in	
   the	
   Berkshire	
   Museum	
   in	
   Pittsfield,	
   Massachusetts,	
   and	
   in	
   the	
  
idioms	
  of	
  Abstract	
  Expressionism	
  taught	
  at	
  the	
  Yale	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Art	
  where	
  she	
  was	
  a	
  student	
  in	
  	
  	
  
the	
  early	
  1960s.	
   	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Transposing	
  concepts	
  from	
  one	
  medium	
  to	
  another,	
  she	
  continuously	
  infused	
  her	
  work	
  with	
  new	
  and	
  
innovative	
   ideas.	
   The	
   examination	
   of	
   the	
   interrelationships	
   of	
   line	
   and	
   form	
   produced	
   by	
   the	
  
movements	
   of	
   a	
   caravan	
   of	
   closely	
   grouped	
   camels	
   in	
   Graves's	
   film	
  Izy	
   Boukir,	
  made	
   in	
  Morocco	
   in	
  
1970,	
  informed	
  her	
  sculpture	
  of	
  the	
  period.	
  Representations	
  of	
  natural	
  phenomena	
  like	
  weather	
  maps,	
  
and	
  the	
  moon	
  maps	
  made	
  by	
  NASA,	
  inspired	
  her	
  paintings,	
  drawings	
  and	
  prints	
  of	
  the	
  early	
  70s.	
  The	
  
outlines	
  of	
  her	
  maps,	
  reduced	
  to	
  linear	
  abstractions	
  in	
  flat	
  works	
  of	
  the	
  later	
  70s,	
  were	
  translated	
  into	
  



 
 
 

 

three-­‐dimensional	
   drawings	
   in	
   space	
   in	
  Graves's	
   sculpture	
   of	
   the	
   1980s.	
   The	
   artist’s	
   later	
  work	
   also	
  
included	
  brightly	
  colored	
  gouache	
  and	
  watercolor	
  works	
  on	
  paper,	
  bronze	
  and	
  polychrome	
  sculptures.	
  	
  
	
  
Nancy	
  Graves’s	
  work	
  is	
  included	
  in	
  many	
  public	
  collections,	
  notably	
  those	
  of	
  The	
  Whitney	
  Museum	
  of	
  
American	
  Art,	
  New	
  York;	
  Museum	
  of	
  Modern	
  Art,	
  New	
  York;	
  Metropolitan	
  Museum	
  of	
  Art,	
  New	
  York;	
  
San	
  Francisco	
  Museum	
  of	
  Modern	
  Art;	
  Los	
  Angeles	
  County	
  Museum	
  of	
  Art;	
  the	
  Art	
  Institute	
  of	
  Chicago;	
  
National	
  Gallery	
  of	
  Art,	
  Washington,	
  DC;	
  and	
  the	
  Albright	
  Knox	
  Art	
  Gallery,	
  Buffalo,	
  New	
  York,	
  among	
  
others.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Nancy	
  Graves	
  Foundation	
  was	
  established	
  in	
  1996	
  through	
  a	
  provision	
  of	
  the	
  artist's	
  Last	
  Will	
  and	
  
Testament	
   to	
   give	
   grants	
   to	
   individual	
   artists	
   and	
   to	
   maintain	
   an	
   archive	
   of	
   her	
   life	
   and	
   work	
   and	
  
organize	
  exhibitions	
  of	
  her	
  art.	
  
	
  
About	
  Mitchell-­‐Innes	
  &	
  Nash	
  
Founded	
  by	
  Lucy	
  Mitchell-­‐Innes	
  and	
  David	
  Nash,	
  who	
  previously	
  headed	
  the	
  worldwide	
  Contemporary	
  
and	
   Impressionist	
   &	
   Modern	
   Art	
   divisions	
   of	
   Sotheby’s,	
   Mitchell-­‐Innes	
   &	
   Nash	
   places	
   outstanding	
  
contemporary	
  artists	
  within	
  a	
  historical	
  context,	
  revealing	
  a	
  continuity	
  of	
  ideas	
  and	
  aesthetic	
  virtuosity	
  
from	
  the	
  Modern	
  era	
  through	
  the	
  present	
  day.	
  	
  
	
  
Curating	
   exhibitions	
   renowned	
   for	
   their	
   excellence	
   in	
   both	
   their	
   Madison	
   Avenue	
   and	
   Chelsea	
  
locations,	
   Mitchell-­‐Innes	
   &	
   Nash	
   supports	
   fresh	
   talent	
   while	
   offering	
   a	
   new,	
   uniquely	
   intellectual	
  
perspective	
   on	
   internationally	
   recognized	
   artists.	
  	
   From	
   acclaimed	
   surveys	
   of	
   20th	
  century	
   masters,	
  
such	
  as	
  Jean	
  Arp,	
  Anthony	
  Caro,	
  Willem	
  de	
  Kooning,	
  Kenneth	
  Noland,	
  Roy	
  Lichtenstein,	
  and	
  Nicolas	
  de	
  
Stael,	
   to	
   solo	
   exhibitions	
   of	
   Sarah	
   Braman,	
   Keltie	
   Ferris,	
   William	
   Pope	
   L.,	
   Virginia	
   Overton,	
   Martha	
  
Rosler,	
   and	
   Jessica	
   Stockholder,	
   Mitchell-­‐Innes	
   &	
   Nash	
   has	
   proven	
   expertise	
   in	
   both	
   developing	
  
emerging	
  artists	
  and	
  maintaining	
  the	
  high	
  standard	
  set	
  by	
  established	
  artists.	
  
	
  
Join	
   the	
   "Nancy	
   Graves"	
   conversation	
   on	
   social	
   media	
   by	
   mentioning	
   @miandn	
   and	
   using	
   the	
  
#NancyGraves	
  hashtag	
  when	
  posting.	
  
	
  
Image:	
   Nancy	
   Graves,	
   Tragedy	
   Among	
   Butterflies,	
   1988.	
   Watercolor	
   and	
   white	
   gold	
   leaf	
   on	
   paper.	
   30.125	
   x	
  
22.125	
   inches.	
   Courtesy	
   of	
  Mitchell-­‐Innes	
  &	
  Nash	
  ©	
   2014	
  Nancy	
  Graves	
   Foundation/Licensed	
   by	
   VAGA,	
  New	
  
York,	
  NY.	
  
	
  
Listings	
  Information:	
  	
  Mitchell-­‐Innes	
  &	
  Nash	
  is	
  located	
  at	
  1018	
  Madison	
  Avenue	
  on	
  the	
  Upper	
  East	
  Side.	
  
Tel:	
  212	
  744	
  7400	
  web:	
  www.miandn.com	
  email:	
  josie@miandn.com	
  
	
  
Press	
  inquires:	
  
Taylor	
  Maatman	
  
FITZ	
  &	
  CO	
  
+1-­‐212-­‐627-­‐1455	
  x260	
  
Taylor.Maatman@fitzandco.com	
  


