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Mustard on the foot  
lid flecking 
hug cracked spill, 
 
as sentinels peer over 
rose glass - blurred edge 
site sight reflected. 
 
Syntax smears rising 
center caves void colon and 
semi colon cries. 
 
Tied in the picture 
bound flying scatter shot out. 
Smash in caked crease. 
 
New York, June 22, 2016 - Mitchell-Innes & Nash is 
delighted to present Jessica Stockholder: The Guests 
All Crowded Into the Dining Room on view in our 
Chelsea gallery from August 25 through October 1, 
2016. This will be the gallery’s third solo exhibition 
with the artist.  Please join us for an opening 
reception Thursday, September 15, 6-8 pm.   
 

The Guests All Crowded Into the Dining Room will feature works from several facets of Stockholder’s practice, 
including a large-scale site-responsive installation in addition to distinct bodies of studio works.   
 
The studio-based works are made from both purchased and found materials, all of which are designed and 
manufactured by other people - furniture, plastic goods, fabrics, hardware, paint, paper. The line between a 
‘raw’ material and ‘found’ object is blurry, and the intended-life of these objects is discarded but not 
forgotten.  For example, a square of plastic floor and an orange rope are repurposed as formal, painterly 
elements, and yet their origins are clearly legible.  The history and intended-use of these objects confront the 
viewer as Stockholder deftly engages the power of synergy, combining other peoples’ thoughts and objects 
into a form distinctly her own.  
 
Many of the works on view relate to Stockholder’s ongoing project of Assists, sculptures which must attach to 
something other than themselves -- a bed, the wall, furniture, other sculpture, or appliances.  Each Assist is 
made up of four parts: two base parts and two top parts. The bases and tops are interchangeable. The Assists 
have a symbiotic relationship with everything around them.  With the Assists, Stockholder continues to 
explore questions of boundary, dependence, and response to the landscape of human-made things, notions 
which have been central to her practice to-date.  
 

 



 
 

 

Stockholder says, “When I make something myself I have control over all of the details and can explore my 
thought process spontaneously as I go. When I hire someone to make something for me […] I utilize the 
systems embedded in other trades, people's thinking and production methods. And in all cases when the 
work is exhibited it is dependent on the exhibition context, which is replete with all kinds of meaning.”  
 

While the show consists of many different materials and forms, each work is accepted as a coherent, 
composed whole.  Stockholder prods at the gaps between nature and human-made objects, between 
authorship and anonymity, between art, manufacturing and craft.  The result is a destabilizing dynamism that 
threatens to pull the center out past its edges.   
 

About Jessica Stockholder 
Jessica Stockholder’s work has played a crucial role in expanding the dialogue between sculpture and 
painting and their relationship to form and space. Her recent institutional exhibitions have included Rose’s 
Inclination, Smart Museum, Chicago; Paint Things: Beyond the Stretcher at the deCordova Sculpture Park and 
Museum in Lincoln, Massachusetts; Peer Out to See at the Palacio de Cristal of the Reina Sofia Museum, 
Madrid; Hollow Places Court in Ash-Tree Wood at the Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum in Connecticut; and 
at the Musée d'art moderne, Saint-Etienne Métropole. She has sited major public installations, which include 
Projects Los Altos at SF MOMA in Los Altos, California; Flooded Chambers Maid in Madison Square Park, New 
York; and Color Jam in Houston and Chicago’s Loop district. She is the recent recipient of The Academy of 
Arts and Letters 2014 Awards in Art and was the focus of the career survey exhibition Jessica Stockholder, 
Kissing the Wall: Works, 1988-2003 at the Blaffer Art Gallery, University of Houston, Texas and the 
Weatherspoon Art Gallery, University of North Carolina, Greensboro. She has had solo shows at the Dia 
Center for the Arts and P.S. 1, New York; The Renaissance Society, Chicago; the Power Plant, Toronto; and 
K20 Kunstsammlung, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Düsseldorf. She has been featured in important group exhibitions 
including SITE Santa Fe and The Whitney Biennial.  Stockholder has served as the Chair of the Department of 
Visual Arts at the University of Chicago since 2011.  
 

About Mitchell-Innes & Nash 
Founded by Lucy Mitchell-Innes and David Nash, who previously headed the worldwide Contemporary and 
Impressionist & Modern Art divisions of Sotheby’s, Mitchell-Innes & Nash places exemplary contemporary 
artists within a historical context, revealing a continuity of ideas and aesthetic virtuosity from the Modern era 
through the present day. 
 

Mitchell-Innes & Nash’s renowned exhibition program, in both their Madison Avenue and Chelsea locations, 
fosters excellence within artistic practice, while forging an informed dialogue between emerging and 
established internationally recognized artists. From acclaimed surveys of 20th century masters, such as Jean 
Arp, Anthony Caro, Jay DeFeo, Willem de Kooning, Leon Kossoff, Kenneth Noland, Roy Lichtenstein, and 
Nicolas de Stael, to solo exhibitions of Sarah Braman, Keltie Ferris, Daniel Lefcourt, William Pope.L, Martha 
Rosler, and Jessica Stockholder, Mitchell- Innes & Nash has proven expertise in both advancing the careers of 
emerging artists and maintaining the superior standard set by established artists. 
 

Caption: Jessica Stockholder, Detached Detail JS #685, 2016, Industrial metal fencing, dance floor tile, leather, 
vinyl, rope, hardware, floor tile, floor mat, masonry square tile, bent metal rod, acrylic and oil paint, 57.5 high 
x 46.5 wide x 60 inches deep. 
 
Listings Information:  
Mitchell-Innes & Nash is located at 534 West 26th Street in Chelsea and 1018 Madison Avenue on the Upper East Side. Tel: 212 744 
7400. | Web: www.miandn.com | Email: josie@miandn.com 
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